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Raising Baby

The major challenge
in raising outstanding
foals is to provide the
correct nutrition. There is
a wide range of man-
agement practices
designed to address this
problem. Many farms
creep feed foals. Other
places manage by pas-
turing nursing mares
without additional sup-
plementation. The foal
gets mare's milk and
whatever forage sustains
the mare.

There is no one best

Does your horse
ration need a better
mineral balance - a
4 higher quality pro-
tein - or more ener-
gy per pound?
Without the proper bal-
ance of minerals, protein
and energy in the diet,
the milking mare will rob
the necessary nutrients
from her own body. This
| is why so many brood-
mares look "pulled
down" while they are
~| milking.

Is the pasture for-

e

system that works in
every situation. Quality of pasture and
sfocking rate are just some of the condi-
tions that influence the decision a breed-

er must make in order to provide the best
nutritional environment for his foals.

This was graphically pointed out to us
several years ago while presenting a |
summary of some research we were |
doing managing foals weaned at eight lows:
week of age. After explaining the growth The foal needs at least 7500 kilocalo-
parameters that were measured in the ries of energy per day
study, Jim stated that under intense man- Th.e diet should include 900 grams of
agement we could grow eight week old protein; 15 grams of which should be
foals off as well as those left on their lysine or 0.4% lysine
mothers in the pasture. Calculation of the values being fed

An elderly gentleman in the audience against the optimum quantifies needed
was noticeably disturbed by this concept, | allows breeders fo assess the quality of
Politely, he waited until Jim finished and their feeding regiment.

of eight week old foals.

Research in this area has continued
over the years. By using this information,
breeders can determine if their foal man-
agement system is up to speed.

The critical values of rapidiy growing
six month old foals that will mature at
around a thousand pounds are as fol-

asked for questions. Acknowledged, Mr. But the final conclusion about the suc-
Gentry rose to deliver his comment. 2 of your program must come from a
"I don't believe you should be treating daily evaluation. Each foal is an individ-
Hhiese Fools ke baadad bukiss, | s ual and the requirements are calculated
the manager of The Meadows and | was from the civelaac: .
responsible for the raising of Secretariat. So take fime each day fo level a criti-
All I did was leave him on his mother in cal eye at your young horses. Some of
a good field of clover and grass. He the questions that need to be answered

turned out pretty good!" over and over again are:

Hard to argue against success, Jim Is‘ihe mother l:nillking enough?
pointed out that not everyone has a Sucklings on good milking Moms should
good field of clover or a mare like be milk-fat. If the foal is too slim, creep-
Somethingroyal (Secretariat's dam). The ing the foal r.night be a good option.
point of the presentation was that each Is the diet of both the mare
individual operation must use a manage- | @nd/er the foal odequ.cffe?.
ment technique which will optimize the Iqqdequate broodmare nutrition |.5.the
growth and development of its wean- biggest cause of poor milking ability. By
lings. The purpose of the study was to the sixth week of a fodl’s life, his dam
identify the nutritional needs of young nfaeds _32r0(_)0 cc|or'|'es a day fo produce
horses - not to recommend the weaning his daily ration of milk.
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age adequate to
provide this mare with the ener-
gy to sustain heavy milk produc-
tion or has the summer drought
and over matured plants made
supplementation

necessary?

It is extremely difficult for any mare to
nurse a foal strictly on a pasture diet.
This is even more true as high tempera-
tures and low rain dry out the grasses.
The pasture might look good to the
untrained eye but the nutrients in the
grass are rapidly disappearing.
Additional feed may be necessary to
maintain the condition of the broodmare
and her fodl.

Does the foal need weaning
and started on a more constant
solid diet?

Weaning is not only about diet but also
mental development. There are many
things to consider before deciding to
remove the foal from its dam. Next
month, we will explore some of this con-
siderations to help you wrestle with this
question.

-Dr. Jim and Lynda McCall

For more information,
visit the McCalls at their
web sife: www.the-old-pbce.com



